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WHY NOT KARTING??  

                    By Keith Miller  

Want to go road racing but don’t know how? //Have you wondered what it is like to race 
wheel to wheel?  // Why is there is no car road racing and tracks around here? // The truth 
about “Grassroots Motorsports” // Racing-karts vs F1600-F2000 

 

Local Driver Keith Miller, four time Canadian Karting Champion and 1990 Western 
F1600 Champion, Canon/Yokahama and Esso Protech Pro series competitor 1988-2003 

I have the answers for you.     

Let’s get you started 

The answer to why is there no car racing and road racing tracks around here is 
simple. Regina area has a track, but it is for oval or Stock Car Racing, not Road Racing. 
There are currently only two road tracks in Western Canada and one is on a very short 
lease. Rumors suggest a new is going to be built, but as of now, there is no funding in 
place to move forwards. I do not argue that at one time it was affordable to have an open 
wheel F1600 or F2000 car, which at one time was considered to be the starting point or 
the “grassroots of the road racing latter”. The weekend warrior could with a small budget 
go off for a weekend and compete against local drivers. Unfortunately, like many things, 
it has become very expensive for average income family to afford, takes lots of time and 
the caliber of racing is considered quite low. In order for faculties to exist, it costs a lot of 
money for owners today to now to operate, and the costs today to try and build a track are 
very prohibitive. With a tight economy, weak and low numbers of competition has driven 
the old F1600 or F2000 grass roots of motorsports into being almost non-existent. With 
the loss of the grassroots revenue, tracks struggle to keep afloat. It not productive to 



continue to rant on what’s caused the demise of grassroots open wheel motorsports, only 
realize that it has never been so strong and so alive, “it’s just different” and in a new 
form, Karting   

Why Karting? The question is, why not?      
 Karting and karts themselves have evolved in such a manner as it is the most 
important step anyone can take at any age. The Canadian ASN is now focused on 
Karting, as it is now the “undisputed new grassroots of motorsports” replacing F1600 and 
F2000. Here is the reasoning why.                                                                                                                           

�¾ Karting offers open wheel racing at low level or club to the highest professional 
level of competition. 

�¾ It is the “largest form” of four-wheel motorsports in the world. 
�¾ It is affordable racing offering by the far the best dollar for seat time. 
�¾ There are 10 thriving racing tracks in Western Canada alone and one here in 

Regina 
�¾ It can be just for you or it can be a Family sport (today family actives are very 

important) 
�¾ Most importantly, karts are “no more a toy” than an F1600 or F2000 car 
�¾ Karts manufactured today are sophisticated mini racing cars with specifically built 

parts, engines and accessories.  
�¾ They perform at higher levels than any F1600 or F2000 car and are just as fast if 

not faster. 
�¾ There are over 400 kart racers in Western Canada alone and less than 30 open 

wheel cars.  

Still not sold yet? Lets take the next step 

Just because you may have a car does not mean you can afford to run the car. As 
with many of us, your budget is huge factor and determines your competitive level.  With 
no place to run or even just practice around here, and with the cost of gas prices, just even 
to haul a car to Calgary or Gimli the closet two facilities, is not cheap.  Plus you have not 
even hit the track, add the entry or practice fees, your car operation cost and suddenly one 
weekend of a F1600 car or F2000 car is a “full” season of racing in karting. Facts show 
that before hitting the track, the costs of hotel, gas to haul, food and entry fees will cost 
you over $1500 per weekend.  

The cost to purchase a kart is very often used to dispute the cost of karting, why 
buy a toy when you can buy a bigger toy for the same amount of money? However, the 
operating costs as we discussed are the most important factor for the hobby racer. Do not 
lose sight of this. Would you rather run against a whole grid of “top drivers” or do you 
want to go run against 5 other guys. You can race against some of the best right here and 
spend a couple of hundred dollars for a day, or spend thousands to race against a few. 
Time wise, a few hours of your time vs a whole weekend in a car for less seat time.  



 I was asked to do some research this winter and here is a comparison cost chart. 
Individuals costs can and will vary, but these numbers will give you a bigger picture and 
raise some very interesting facts and questions.  

F1600-F200 Race car     Racing Kart     
New $60-90,000     $9500 
Used $4500-50,000     $2500-$6000   
Depending on age and condition/ karts at the $4500 range and up would be a competitive 
ride at the national level. Comparatively priced F1600 would be an old and out dated, 
“fun starter car” 
  
Licensing 500- 3500     Club supplied, no Charge as per ASN club 
                                                                        requirement.  
ASN car requirement, two race schools. Regional schools 2 x 250 plus expenses. 
 Pro schools $3200 and up  
 
Hauling  
$1000- 8,000 for trailer  ¼ ton, mini Van ½ ton or trailer if desired / Storage 

at track if Still need a full size truck to haul needed 
$500/ year 

You will need a full size ½ ton and an open flat deck trailer as a minimum to haul a race  
Car. Karts can be handled in a small truck, mini van, light duty flat deck trailer that can 
be pulled by any car today.   

Safety Equipment plus helmet 

3 layer Fire retardant $2250    CIK approved $500 

Membership $25  $500 / season Kart includes track yearly                         
practice fee.     

Total so far and you haven’ t hit the track 

$8275 - $100,000 plus    $5500 and up  

Run cost 1 time $1500 and up   $10 of gas to get to track from city  

Race day $2000 per weekend  $65 Race day fee and $10 to get to track   

Typical yearly Budget $10,000 and up  Club level same as car $1600-1800             
In order to run at 5 club level or regional car events you would have to budget around 
$10,000. To race at the same level in a kart, you would need to have a budget of around 
$1600. To run a competitive National level kart program, plan a budget of $5-6000. 
There is no present day National or Pro level for F1600 or F2000 cars.   

Still not sold? 



But it’s “not” a real race car!. 

You could not be more wrong. A club level F1600 is just as much as a toy as a racing 
kart. The kart is only slightly smaller, but let us look at the performance. Karts have 
many of the same adjustments such as full alignment, height adjustment, gear ratios, carb, 
and in fact, has more adjustment than the average racecar. 

When people talk performance, they start with power to weight ratio. In this case, a 
racing kart and driver weight for senior class is 355 with dyno readings of 34-35 hp for 
the ROK and Rotax engines. A legal F1600 car weighs in car and driver of 1300-1400 lbs 
and has average hp of 110hp. 

Kart; 35 hp to 350 lbs 10 lbs per horsepower // top speed 95 mph plus 

F1600; 110 hp to 1300 lbs 11.8 plus lbs per horsepower // top speed 115-120 mph  

As you can see, power to weight, the kart is higher. 

Corner Gs; The other important factor when people discuss performance is the ability to 
corner, which is measured in side G’s. On today’s kart we have G meters along with 
other data acquisition. Karts are recording over 3 g’s on flat turns while the F1600 is 
reading in the neighborhood of .7 -.9 g’s.  

Again the kart is higher.  

Sorry the kart has no roll cage, the only place we don’t match up. 

Number of Competitors registered last year with ASN in Western Canada with open 
wheel cars is less than 35. Karting has over 400 in the West alone. 

In conclusion, the kart, 

�¾ Goes just about as fast top speed as a F1600 or F2000 car 
�¾ Handles better 
�¾ Cheaper to operate 
�¾ Requires less equipment to haul and takes up less space in my garage 
�¾ Has a local track plus many others to go to if desired 
�¾ Have top level competitors here at home to compete against and learn from 
�¾ Could possibly afford to run in a National level program  
�¾ Have sponsorships and prizes to represent my Country at a world level 
�¾ I can participate on my own or involve my family members. 

I ask you one more time, WHY NOT A RACING KART? 

“When all else fails, start at the beginning”  


